Geography 301 – Cultural Geography

Spring 2010 – Ticket 11827
Logistics:

Instructor: 
Ronald A. Davidson

Lecture: 
MW 2:00-3:15 p.m., room SH 108

Office hour: 
W 3:15-4:15 p.m.. Sierra Hall 130L
Email: 

rdavids@csun.edu
Ph: 

(818) 677-3513

Webpage:  
http://www.csun.edu/~rdavids/
Course Description

This class will acquaint you with core themes of cultural geography in the context of southern California urbanism.  The class stresses reading assignments and requires that students grapple with some of the most provocative and interesting articles and book chapters that cultural geographers (and a few others) have written in recent years.  In addition, students will move beyond textual analysis to apply concepts to actual culture products, including art works, public spaces and urban landscapes.  

Materials

All readings will be posted on the class website.  An effort has been made to ensure that the readings are in accessible format.  However, not all of the materials are fully accessible at the present time.  If you have special needs for accessible materials, see the instructor on the first day of class.  

Grading:

In-class participation:

10 points

Reading worksheet notebook: 
10 points (5 points for pre-midterm notebook, 5 points for pre-final exam notebook)
 “Aguirre, the Wrath of God” asst.
3 points

Term paper



22 points



1 point for list of 5 scholarly sources on Feb 24, 2 for

 rough draft on April 12, 18 for final draft)

Midterm exam:


20
Final exam:



35 points
TOTAL:



100 points

Grades will be awarded based on a curve in which approximately 10% of students receive an A/A-, 35% B+/B/B-, 35% C+/C/C-, 10%D, and 10%F.  The actual curve will vary depending on natural breaks in final point distribution.

*Assignments may be turned in before but not after the deadline, except with accompanying doctor’s note.
Academic Dishonesty and Cheating

There is a zero tolerance policy in this course for cheating and plagiarism. The university has policies on a variety of academic honesty and cheating, as well as other issue of importance. See the following policy: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/soc/legalnotices.html#facultypolicy 

Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities must register with the Center on Disabilities and complete a services agreement each semester.  Staff within the Center will verify the existence of a disability based on the documentation provided and approve accommodations.  Students who are approved for testing taking accommodations must provide a proctor form to their faculty member signed by a counselor in the Center on Disabilities prior to making testing arrangements.  The Center on Disabilities is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110.  Staff can be reached at (818) 677-2684. 

Other campus-wide disclosures are available at: http://www.csun.edu/a&r/disclosures/disclosures.html
Intended Outcomes 

In accordance with best teaching practices, course objectives are made transparent to students at the beginning of the semester.  These outcomes represent the knowledge and skill sets with which students are expected to demonstrate competency during the semester.  Assessment and evaluation tools used are designed to determine student success in acquiring these knowledge and skill sets.

Goal A: Building a Knowledge Base: Students in this course will identify and define key terms and concepts central to the content and discipline of cultural geography.

Students will be able to define and explain key terms of interest to cultural geographers such as culture, place, and public space.  In addition, students will become familiar with disciplinary concepts and terms related to the production and dissemination of cultural geographic knowledge through written texts (academic articles and book chapters).  I am particularly concerned that students learn to distinguish scholarly from non-scholarly material and engage in scholarly material published by geographers.  Thus I have adopted a non-negotiable class policy regarding the term papers:  any term paper that is based on fewer than 5 scholarly, geographic sources will receive “0” points.  Students will NOT be given a chance to re-do their term papers once the deadline has passed.  
Assessment/Evaluation tool: Class discussions, reading worksheets, final essay, term paper.

Goal B: Acquiring Knowledge: Students will develop skills for acquiring new knowledge. 

Students will gain skill in reading and interpreting academic geography articles and book chapters.  They will learn how to apply these concepts to the analysis and interpretation of actual cultural artifacts.  
Assessment/Evaluation tool: Class readings and discussions, reading worksheets, final essay.

Goal C: Problem Solving Skills: Students will demonstrate their problem solving skills. 

Students will apply what they have learned through textual analysis to actual cultural products.  

Assessment/Evaluation tool: movie review assignment, art interpretation assignment, final essay.

Goal D: Communicating Knowledge: Students in this course will be able to communicate ideas by using words, numbers, maps and other graphic devices. 

Students will effectively communicate ideas and opinions using textual, graphic or cartographic communication. 

Assessment/Evaluation tool: In-class writing assignments, movie review art interpretation assignment, final essay.

Weekly Schedule and Assignments

Week 1  
Introduction to Cultural Geography

W Jan 20 
Introduction to geography
Week 2: 
Place I

M Jan 25 
Tuan, “A View of Geography” 

“Place: An Experiential Perspective” 

W Jan 27 
Massey, “A Global Sense of Place”

***Term paper assignment given out (Rough draft due March 22; final draft due 
April 28)
Week 3: Place II
M Feb 1 
Farber, “The Third Circle”
W Feb 3 
Davidson, “Recalcitrant Space”
Schjeldahl, “To Pico”
Week 4: Place III

M Feb 8 
Sack, “A Sketch of a Geographic Theory of Morality” 

W Feb 10 
Kozol, “Savage Inequalities”


*Discuss narratives and hand out “Aguirre, the Wrath of God” assignment (due



Feb. 22)
Week 5: Place IV
M Feb 15 
Video: “Aguirre, the Wrath of God” 
W Feb 17 
Video continued    


**Assign “Aguirre” review
Week 6: Culture I 
M Feb 22
Sauer, “Forward to Historical Geography”
Duncan, “The Superorganic in American Cultural Geography”

**Hand in “Aguirre, the Wrath of God” review
W  Feb 24
Mitford, “The American Way of Death” (chaps 1-3) 

***Hand in: 
a. list of 5 scholarly sources for term paper in Chicago Manual of Style reference style
b. reading worksheet notebook

Week 7: Culture II 

M March 1
Cosgrove, “Geography is Everywhere” 

W March 3
Midterm review 
Week 8: Midterm 

M March 8
Midterm exam

W March 10
Furlough Day 
Week 9: Public Space and Social Life
M March 15 
Lecture: “From the Greek Agora to Universal CityWalk”

W March 17
Oldenburg, “The Problem of Place in America” 

Oldenburg, “The Character of Third Places”

Week 10: Landscape I
M March 22
Jackson, “The Order of a Landscape” 


Meinig, “Symbolic Landscapes”

W March 24
Furlough day

Week 11: Landscape II
M March 29
Stilgoe, “Landschaft and Linearity” (or Ways of Seeing)
W March 31
Holiday - Cesar Chavez Day

Spring Break: April 5-10

Week 12: Cultural Geographies of Los Angeles I

M April 12
Starr, “A City Desperately Seeking a Civic Identity”
***Bring rough drafts of term papers for peer review 
W April 14: 
No Class (AAG meeting)

Week 13: Cultural Geographies of Los Angeles II
M April 19
Video: “Dogtown and Z-Boys” 

W April 21
Conclude video and discuss
Week 14: Literature and Geography I

M April 26 
Tuan, “Literature and Geography” 




Tuan, “Realism and Fantasy in Art, History and Geography”

W April 28
Mishima, “Patriotism”
Cheever, “The Swimmer” 
**Hand in:
a. term paper (final draft)

b. reading worksheet notebook

Week 15: Literature and Geography II

M May 3
Furlough Day
W May 5
Review activity
FINAL EXAM:   MAY 10, 2010   03:00 PM - 05:00 PM
